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There are two ways of being creative. One can sing and dance. 
Or one can create an environment in which singing and dancing 
flourish:  (Warren B. Gennis)  
 

It is our constant endeavour at Pathways to create such an en-

vironment. Not only for singing and dancing but for creativity 

in all areas: the Form 8 studentsõ History blog, the Kindergar-

ten pyjama party because students were learning the letter P; 

the use of electric tools to cut plywood in the Design and 

Technology class. A few weeks into the new year, our students 

have had multiple experiences and opportunities to be crea-

tive.  
 

Engaging Our World  
 

Senior school students participated in the Harvard Model 

United Nations in Mumbai. The event combines thorough re-

search in advance (they were representing Chile in the UN) 

with strong communication and social skills. You can read their 

account of it elsewhere in the newsletter.  
     

Primary school students have been preparing for an inter -

school event at Vidya Sanskar school. They will be participating 

in art, collage and dance events.  

 Our senior school CAS programme is in full swing ð with our 

students teaching both our own support staff as well as chil-

dren from Hazipur village who come to our school. Our CAS co-

ordinator Mr Deepak Thakur has worked very hard to make 

this programme meaningful for students. You can get a birdõs 

eye view of the support staff English learning programme fur-

ther down.  

Days to Note :  

ß 31 August 2011  

Tentative Holiday  

Id - Ulð Fitr  

 

ß 5 September 2011  

Teachers Day  

 

ß 9 September 2011 -  

Grand Parents 
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Understanding Religious Practice  
 

In this year we have launched a unique programme to help our students under-

stand the actual practice of different faiths. It takes this understanding further 

than any lecture on understanding and custom can do. At Janamasthami a group 

from ISKON spoke to our students about the life of Krishna, sang kirtans and 

danced, teachers and students joining in to experience the joy and sense of play 

which is intrinsic to this festival. Similarly to create an understanding of Islam as 

Id -ul-Fitr approaches, Prof Sufyan Beg from Jamia Milia is talking. We plan to do 

this for various faiths through the year.  

 



Our First IGCSE student  

 

 

 

 

A special timetable was created for him and teachers took individual classes to pre-

pare him for the exam. Partha confirmed everyoneõs conviction that he was ready 

and has achieved outstanding results. He got 4 A*, 3 Aõs and 1 B. Astonishingly he 

was awarded a full 100% in Physics. Both Partha and his teachers deserve our con-

gratulations for this achievement.  

Cafeteria Launch  

The eagerly awaited cafeteria has been launched. It was formally inaugurated by the 

Executive Board of Pathways, the ribbon being cut by Dr Kiran Datar. It is a bright, 

spacious room and I invite you to visit it when you are next in school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although we do not officially enter our first ex-

amination class for IGCSE (the Cambridge Board 

examination at the end of Form 10) till May 2012, 

we entered a single student on an accelerated pro-

gramme. Partha Sharma was an outstanding stu-

dent of Form 9 who we believed was ready to take 

the examination a year early.  



College Fair  

Pathways School is hosting a universities fair for Australian universities on 26 th  Au-

gust. They have agreed to on -the -spot admissions for Pathways students if they 

meet their criteria. We are the only school in this area with this agreement and I 

must acknowledge the wonderful work of our college counselor Ms Puja Rao to set 

this up. Students from various other schools will also be visiting to participate in 

this fair. Later in the year various US universities will also be visiting, providing an 

amazing opportunity to our students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founders Day  

Planning for our Founders Day production Ratting Out  are proceeding well. Dealing 

with the issue of corruption and peoplesõ mobilization for justice, it seems to reso-

nate very well with all the events which are taking place in this city. It is a rock mu-

sical and students will soon begin rehearsals in acting, dance, singing and music. The 

relevant teachers will be sending out rehearsal schedules. They will limit after -

school stay -backs for participants as much as possible but these will obviously be re-

quired so that we do not cut into academic time. Founders is on Saturday 22 nd Octo-

ber and I hope you will bring friends and family to watch your children perform and 

to share in the festivities.  

Shalini Advani  

School Director  



We are delighted to announce the partnership between Pathways and 

the Yuvraj Singh Cricket Academy. Coming up are regular coaching 

sessions  at Noida.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



What is CAS?  

òWhat is CAS?ó I wondered as I walked the hallway to the assembly. 

An upper class student duly counted out to me the acronymõs meaning (which yet 

evades me) on her fingers (òCommunity, Action,  Serviceó). 

I had assumed I was summoned to CAS assembly as a resident òexpertó on all 

things English; I soon found out I was mistaken. There were clusters of Pathways 

students randomly scattered around the room, and something I hadnõt expected: 

Pathways support staff also huddled in outlying areas near the entryways.  

After a little observation and listening in, it soon dawned on me what was about to 

happen: the students were going to teach English to the support staff!  

Here Iõll admit that a bolt of cynicism hit me directly in the forehead. òHo! Now 

the shoe is on the other foot,ó I thought. òThese hot-shots are going to get a 

taste of what I have to go through all the time.ó 

Sure enough, I soon heard a student bemoaning his situation. òMy guy doesnõt know 

English or Hindi,ó he wailed. òHow am I supposed to get anything across?ó 

I couldnõt resist pointing out the irony to a few students, especially those who be-

come irksome from time to time. I was looking forward to a good session of stu-

dents feeding on the figurative crow.  

The students were soon paired off 

with support staff and quickly, very 

quickly, a semblance of order began to 

form. The students all wore charming, 

helpful smiles, and the awkward stanc-

es of the support staff soon evapo-

rated. The students (who were now 

teachers) bent over their notebooks, 

listened intently, took notes, nodded in 

agreement, gesticulated, and marched 

headlong into the learning exchange 

like stockbrokers on the Wall Street trading floor.  

One student was busy making a chart of Hindi phonetic symbols to correlate with 

the Roman alphabet (no small task, that!); another student was teaching tongue -

twisters to a staffer who confessedly òfeels shy speaking Englishó.  And the stu-

dent who complained of his charge who spoke neither English nor Hindi? Only a 

camera or your imagination could capture the relaxed and, in turn, relieved manner 

of the student and the support staff member, respectively.  



Needless to say the students were transformed before my eyes (better yet, my 

perceptions!). These 15 -16 year olds might as easily have been 35 -36, or even 

65-66. Meanwhile their òstudentsó watched and listened and wondered with in-

quisition to arouse any teacherõs envy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is CAS? I quickly forget what the acronym stands for, but after observing 

the program in action, this is what CAS means to me: CAS is a departure from 

those things familiar and measurable, and a step into the unknown and unpredict-

able. It is the opportunity to move away from the forms that engulf so much of 

our lives, and a move towards the substance that gives life fuller meaning. CAS 

is a place where children might become the guides, and where adults can become 

children again.  

Mark Mowry  

English Department  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To MUN or not to MUN...That is the question!  

 

About a month back, MUN -ers received some news that made them literally 

jumpéHarvard Model United Nations was going to come to India, for the first time!   

So, this excitement was succeeded by frantically putting up notices, registering, being 

allotted countries and committees, writing position papers, organizing mock sessions 

and shopping for the formal clothes! Pretty soon we found ourselves a day away from 

leaving for Mumbai.  

On the first day, we had our first ever committee session, which gave us a sort of a 

gist of what would be happening during this MUN conference. Sameera and I found 

the prospect of having 360 members in our committee (DISEC ðDisarmament and In-

ternational Security Committee) terrifying at first, but we soon got used to it.    

Aakanksha Gupta, Form 11.  

 

 

Feeling of attending a commit-

tee session for a first time 

MUN -er is a one in a million 

feeling. Choosing UNEP was my 

decision; UNEP stands for  

United Nations Environmental 

Program. Mine was a small com-

mittee with just 42 members  

present. It being small,  there 

were no such  issues as not be-

ing recognized by the chair or 

about not getting a chance to 

be up on the podium to show 

everyone how differently you 

think.  

 I met a lot of new people and learnt a lot of things. Something I learnt and carried all 

the way back to Delhi from Mumbai is that hard work is not the only thing that 

counts, its decency, manners and the way you put things in order that it benefits max-

imum number  of  people. I t  r equir es quit e a lot  of  on t he f eet  t hinking which is based 

on hard research that one has carried out in the weeks preceding the MUN.  

My committeeõs Chair and Assistant Director were both unique and amazing in their 

own way. The Chair maintained all the decorum and the Assistant Director kept us all 

entertained and laughing. There was much learning that happened being a part of the 

committee. Saumya Joshi Grade 10  


